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	Speaker Biography

Dr. Sofía Elizabeth Acosta Ortiz
She was born in the city of Aguascalientes, Mexico. She got her bachelor degree in Physics – Electronics (1982), the Master (1985) and the Doctorate (1988) degrees in Physics from the University of San Luis Potosi, Mexico. In 1991 she obtained a postdoctoral position focusing in Laser Physics in the University of Wales in Great Britain and in 1997 a research stay at the same university working on Raman Spectroscopy. In 2008 she got a MBA degree from the University of Liverpool, England.

Her areas of interest are the condensed matter, optical properties of semiconductors, spectroscopy and laser physics. She has published 36 articles in scientific magazines with international referee, 4 chapters of books published by international editorials and 27 articles in memories of national and international congresses. She has given 50 conferences in international congresses and 55 in national congresses. She has directed 18 research projects, 10 technological developments and 19 bachelor, mastery and doctorate theses. 

She received the Weizmann Prize of Exact Sciences 1988 granted by the Mexican Academy of Sciences and the Weizmann Institute to the best doctoral thesis of the country and in 1999 she received a recognition by the University of San Luis Potosi for her "activities of academic leadership in the formation of new groups of work for the science of next millennium". She has received grants from CONACYT, the Economic European Community and the Royal Society of London. In 2011 she was awarded by the Association of Mexican Businesswoman with the prize “Women who transcend”.

She was a member of the Research National System (1988-2007) and since 1995 she is a member of the Mexican Academy of Sciences.

As for her professional experience, she has been a researcher of the Institute of Physics of the University of San Luis Potosi and of the Center of Research in Optics where she occupied in addition the charges of Head of the Group of Lasers and Optical Properties of  Matter and Director of the Research Area. In 1996 she founded the Aguascalientes Unit of the Center of Research in Optics, which directed until July, 2000. In August of the same year she founded the Council of Science and Technology of the State of Aguascalientes where she was the General Director until June 2002. 

In October 2002 she founded the company LASER TECH and in 2011 the Research Center in Applied Physics, that she directs up to date. In March this year, she received the 2014 National Prize for Technology and Innovation, granted to LASER TECH in the category of Technology Management, from the President of the Mexican Republic, Enrique Peña Nieto.
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